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Besides all of its historical, artistic, and cultural assets, Hatay also has a cuisine understanding that has
developed under the influence of those assets. While Hatay Cuisine could normally be considered as a
concept that has been created altogether by the history, art, and culture in Hatay, it has not become
a center also regarding the concept in question with the effect of the region’s cosmopolite structure.
As Chamber of Antakya Commerce and Industry, we have been making our best efforts to perform the
most effective and successful activities among nongovernmental organization in order to promote and
protect Hatay Cuisine. Today, Chamber of Antakya Commerce and Industry is positioned among the
most significant protectors and promoters of Hatay Cuisine.
In reference to the activities that we have performed so far, one of our most important activities relate
to Antakya Cuisine Museum. For the project, which was awarded with a support within the scope of
the Small Scale Infrastructure Financial Support Program to Develop DOĞAKA’s Tourism Infrastructure,
an amount of TRY 233,000 was received from DOĞAKA out of the total budget sum of TRY 998,528 and
the figure that falls outside the support amount was covered by our Chamber. The renovations works
for the area that consists of three old Antakya Houses are now about to be completed and all of the
required equipment for the museum has been supplied. We are expecting that the museum will soon
start to contribute to people of Hatay, Tourism of Hatay, Culture of Hatay, Economy of Hatay, and
Antakya Cuisine. This project is a strong indicator of our decisiveness as we consider it as a significant
effort to preserve the rooted heritages of Antakya Cuisine and to protect the cuisine also as a
component of the culture, art, and history.
As Chamber of Antakya Commerce and Industry, we are also carrying out the leading activities in our
region regarding geographical signs. Up to now, the first geographical sign of Hatay for Antakya
Kunafah was also acquired with the efforts of our Chamber and we have been continuing our efforts
to have registered Antakya Kunafah as an international brand. We are maintaining our devoted efforts
together with our members to promote Antakya Kunafah that has a great importance for Antakya
Cuisine in local, national, and international platforms.
Antakya Salty Yoghurt, Antakya Cottage Cheese, Antakya Blue Mould Cottage Cheese, and Antalya
Kunafah Cheese, which take an important place for understanding Antakya Cuisine and regional
cultural, also fall within the scope of our ongoing activities for the acquisition of geographical signs.
We have filed the required application to acquire the geographical signs for Antakya Salty Yoghurt and
Antakya Cottage Cheese and we are now waiting for the results of these applications. Successful
researches have been made with the outstanding efforts of our Chamber and we are of the opinion
that we will soon obtain the geographical signs of these products too for our region and culture. Our
efforts and researches are continuing also for Antakya Blue Mould Cottage Cheese and Antalya
Kunafah Cheese and we will make the required legal initiations for these products in the forthcoming
months.
Besides the aforesaid products, our Chamber is continuing its efforts to acquire geographical signs of
many other products and; thus, to protect the products and; therefore, Antakya Cuisine.
We are supporting all types of efforts made by Hatay Metropolitan Municipality in order for Antakya
to become a Gastronomy Center yet Antakya Cuisine is the common heritage for all of us. Eating is a
vital act and need and; likewise, protecting our cuisine is of vital importance. Therefore, we, as
Chamber of Antakya Commerce and Industry, consider protecting, promoting, and conserving Antakya
Cuisine as one of our primary tasks since Antakya Cuisine is in a very important position for the
economic, cultural, social, and touristic development of our region.
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